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MAIN TAKEAWAYS 
Between 2022 and 2024, berry prices varied. Strawberry prices declined, blueberries saw a 

notable increase, while raspberry prices also rose, albeit to a lesser degree. The majority of 
growers include blueberries in their operations. Although most berry growers are not considering 
expansion, those who are consider adding or expanding raspberries to their crops. 

BERRY PRICE SURVEY 
We want to thank the 132 berry growers who took part in the survey. This survey effectively 

gathered responses from growers from 44 counties throughout New York State. For comparisons 
to historical information from past surveys, please see the appendix at the end of this report. 

Interest in expanding berry operations 
We asked respondents about their interest in expanding berry operations. Forty-eight percent 

answered "No," 26% said "Yes," and the remaining 26% were "undecided." Of those who 
expressed interest, at least half indicated a preference for expanding raspberry operations over 
other berry varieties. 

Farm demographics 
At least half of the respondents have a total farm area ranging from 0 to 60 acres. The most 

common response indicates a total farm size of 20 acres or less (Figure 1). 

Figure 1 
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Note: Horizontal axis categories are ranges 

Nearly half of the respondents manage berry operations of 6 acres or less (Figure 2). The 
most common berry operation size is 1 acre. There are also a significant number of berry 
operations greater than 10 acres. 
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Figure 2 
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Most farms grow multiple berries, either blueberries and strawberries or blueberries, 
strawberries, and raspberries (Figure 3). The blueberry is the only berry that is solely grown by a 
significant proportion of growers (28%). 

Additionally, there are 19 organic berry operations in the respondent pool, much fewer than 
the 29 respondents in 2022. 
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Figure 3  
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Prices 
Average prices for conventional versus organic field-grown berries are presented in Table 1 

below. 

Table 1. June-bearing Strawberry Prices for Conventional and Organic 

Conventional 

Average Prices Year Comparison,  $/lb  

U-Pick 
2022 2024 

Wholesale 
2022 2024 

Farmers market &  farm  
stores  

2022 2024 
Price $/lb 3.67 3.58 3.58 3.84 5.24 4.66 

2022-2024 %  
Change  -2.4% 7.2% -11.0% 

Price range ($) 2.75 - 5.00 2.75 - 4.00 3.75 - 6.00 

Organic 
Price ($/lb) 5.40  3.75 4.93  4.70 7.07  6.30 

2022-2024 %  
Change  -31%  -5%  -11% 

Compared to the 2022 price survey, June-bearing strawberries in 2024 showed a significant 
decrease in price, except for wholesale. Growers experienced very high demand in 2020 (Covid 
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period) and as a result, many increased their prices and acreage.   In 2022, the direct to consumer 
and u-pick channels again experienced increased demand (and prices) for strawberries, possibly 
due to the overall high inflation. Consequently, growers expanded strawberry plantings, resulting 
in a greater supply, However, by 2024, inflation receded, and consumer demand returned to 
normal, leading to a decline in prices. 

Figure 4 
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J.B. Strawberries Price Survey 2024 (Field-Grown) 

U-Pick Wholesale Farmers' Market 

The bar plot above shows the following: the whiskers represent the higher-end and the lower-
end data points, while the boxes contain half of the results. In other  words, at least half of the  
respondents reported u-pick strawberry prices between the range of $2.50 and $5.00 per pound.  

Table 2.  Blueberry  Prices for Conventional and Organic  

Conventional 

Average Prices Year Comparison $/lb 

U-Pick 
2022 2024 

Wholesale 
2022 2024 

Farmers market & farm 
stores 

2022 2024 
Price $/lb 3.32 3.81 3.93 4.84 5.18 6.46 

2022-2024 %  
Change  14% 23% 25% 

Price Range 2.60 - 5.00 4.00 - 6.33 5.00 - 8.00 
Organic 

Price $/lb 4.10 4.13 4.43 5.32 6.82 7.46 
2022-2024 %  

change  0.73% 20.1% 9.4% 
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Compared to the 2022 berry price survey, 2024 blueberries demonstrate notable price 
increases, with the most substantial rise occurring in u-pick and farmers market/farm store 
channels. 

Figure 5. Range of Responses for Blueberry Prices 
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Blueberry Price Survey 2024 (Field-Grown) 

U-Pick Wholesale Farmers' Market 

The bar plot shows the following: the whiskers represent the higher-end and the lower-end 
data points, while the boxes contain half of the results. In other words, at least half of the 
respondents reported U-pick blueberry prices between $2.50 and $4.25 per pound. 
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Table 3. Raspberry Prices for Conventional and Organic 

Conventional 

Average Prices Year Comparison $/lb 

U-Pick 
2022 2024 

Wholesale 
2022 2024 

Farmers market & farm 
stores 

2022 2024 
Price $/lb 5.53 6.24 6.56 7.30 8.94 10.18 

2022-2024 %  
Change  13% 11% 14% 

Price Range 5.00-6.93 5.30 - 10.10 8.00 - 13.00 

Organic 
Price $/lb 7.60 7.49 10.00 6.60 12.00 12.45 

2022-2024 %  
change  -1.4% -34.0% 3.7% 

Summer raspberry prices in 2024 show a significant price increase compared to those in the 
2022 berry price survey. At the same time, organic raspberry prices show minor fluctuations 
compared to 2022, except in the wholesale channel. 

Figure 6. Range of Responses for Raspberry Prices 
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The bar plot shows the following: the whiskers represent the higher-end and lower-end data 
points, while the boxes contain half of the results. In other words, at least half of the respondents 
reported raspberry u-pick prices between $4.50 and $6.25 per pound. 

Table 4. Other Berry Prices, Conventional Production 
Other Berries 
[Blackberries,  
currants  and  
gooseberries  

(conventionally  
grown)]  

Average Prices Year Comparison $/lb 

U-Pick 

2022 2024 

Wholesale 

2022 2024 

Farmers  market &  farm  
stores  

2022 2024 
Price $/lb 6.21 10.80 8.00 12.67 9.04 15.85 

2022-2024 %  
Change  73% 58% 75% 

Price Range 5.99-20.00 7.60 - 20.00 9.00 - 20.00 

Other berries (mainly blackberries, but also currants and gooseberries) saw a dramatic 
increase in prices over the past two years. 

Price Ranges 
Growers’ specific prices might vary to those portrayed in this study. This study shows 

averages. A grower’s price might be different from those presented in this study. The factors that 
may explain some of the differences can be the following: 

•	 Farm location – farms located in more urban settings or in metro areas will have 
opportunities to charge more for their products. Higher prices might also be possible in 
high-traffic, tourist areas. And higher prices might also be needed in areas where the 
costs of living and farming are greater. 

•	 Production method – organic methods of production may be more expensive and 
certainly are rewarded with greater prices. In addition, berries produced in protected 
environments, such as high tunnels, can grow and ripen earlier than field produced 
berries and frequently can command higher prices before supplies increase during the 
height of the growing season. 

•	 Berry variety – day-neutral strawberries can sometimes command a price premium as 
they can be produced off-season when field-grown berries are low or non-existent. 
Specialty or novel berries may also command a premium if the farm is located in an area 
where consumers are eager to try new and interesting berries. 

•	 Farm services – services such as containers, baskets, or flats available to customers or 
even available bathroom facilities might lead a farm to consider paying for the services 
through slightly higher prices. 
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Summary and Conclusions: 
The total number of growers participating in the 2024 berry pricing survey was very similar 

to the last survey of 2022. Berry farm demographics, such as acreage, berry types, and 
representation across numerous counties in the state stayed the same. Approximately 69% of 
respondents reported growing berries on less than or equal to 6 acres. 

The 2024 berry prices experienced variable prices changes since 2022. The changes, 
however, might have been an adjustment from the 2022 period of high inflation. Prices for 
blueberries rose in 2024 owing to supply shortages resulting from drought conditions in Peru, a 
major blueberry exporter; however, this shortage was eventually addressed in the latter part of 
the year. 
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APPENDIX - HISTORICAL PRICE SURVEY DATA 

Table  A1: Number of Survey Respondents, 2006 through 2022  
2006 2009 2012 2018 2020 2022 2024 

number of respondents 
Total growers 48 162 117 117 99 136 132 

Conventional 157 97 87 78 107 123 
Organic 5 12 30 22 29 9 

Counties 
represented 34 48 37 45 37 45 44 

Table A2. Distribution of Respondents' Farm Acreage 
Total farm size 2018 2020 2022 2024 

% of respondents 
<20 acres 18 20 26 44 
21 to 40 acres 12 10 8 14 
41 to 60 acres 12 15 12 11 
61 to 80 acres 12 6 4 6 
81 to 100 acres 9.0 13 10 3 
101 to 200 acres 17.0 16 18 19 
>201 acres 20.0 20 22 29 
Total 100 100 100 100 

2018 results recalculated to exclude non-respondents. 

Table A3. Distribution of Respondents' Berry Acreage 
Berry acres 2018 2020 2022 2024 

% of respondents 
<1 acres 21 21 31 31 
1 to 3 acres 28 20 23 19 
4 to 6 acres 20 21 21 8 
7 to 10 acres 11 9 8 5 
11 to 20 
acres 

14 15 11 16 

>20 acres 6 12 6 
Total 100 100 100 100 

2018 results recalculated to exclude non-respondents. 
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Table A4. Percent of Respondents Producing Different Berry Varieties 
Berry  Type  2018  2020  2022 2024  

% of respondents 
Blueberries 74.4 77.8 71.3 79 
Strawberries-June 
bearing 41.9 41.4 48.5 44 
Strawberries-day 
neutral 9.4 10.1 8.1 N/A 
Raspberries-summer 36.8 39.4 34.6 38 
Raspberries-fall 25.6 15.2 10.3 
Blackberries 17.1 16.2 16.2 N/A 
Other varieties NA 13.1 29.4 
NA (not available) represents data that were not collected, missing data, or data too few to 
report in a meaningful way. 

Table A5. Percent of Respondents Using Various Marketing Channels 
Market Channel 2018 2020  2022 2024 

% of respondents 
U-pick (pick your 
own) 79.5 80.3 75.6 68 

Wholesale 40.2 40.6 39.4 32 

Retail* 76.1 76.8 75.6 64 

Value Added 22.2 29.3 NA N/A 
*Retail operations include any of the following: farm store, fruit stand, farmers market, 
or other retail outlets. 
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Table A6. Average Price per Pound 

2018 2020 2022 2024 
Blueberries 

U-pick 2.83 2.89 3.44 3.40 
Wholesale 3.44 3.64 4.04 3.62 

Retail 5.41 5.19 5.63 5.66 
Strawberries-All types 

U-pick 2.68 3.20 3.92 N/A 
Wholesale 2.74 3.26 4.00 N/A 

Retail 5.11 4.24 6.02 N/A 
Strawberries-June-bearing 

U-pick NA NA 3.91 3.60 
Wholesale NA NA 3.84 4.12 

Retail NA NA 5.77 4.95 
Strawberries-Day neutral 

U-pick NA NA 4.17 N/A 
Wholesale NA NA 5.03 N/A 

Retail NA NA 7.52 N/A 
Raspberries-summer 

U-pick 4.14 4.87 6.20 N/A 
Wholesale 4.84 5.84 7.95 N/A 

Retail 8.11 8.54 10.06 N/A 
Raspberries-fall 

U-pick 4.54 4.76 5.12 4.21 
Wholesale 5.91 6.60 7.33 4.05 

Retail 8.74 7.89 11.15 8.91 
Blackberries 

U-pick 4.69 5.36 7.27 N/A 
Wholesale 5.72 5.43 6.94 N/A 

Retail 7.94 8.05 10.85 N/A 
NA=Not available. 2022 was the first year June bearing and day neutral prices for market channels was reported. 
Previously, they were combined under strawberries. 
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